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PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES: EXAMINING BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPISTS AND  
 ATHLETICS TRAINERS 
 
MEETING DATE AND TIME: Tuesday, December 6, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
PLACE: 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware 
 Conference Room A, First floor of the Cannon Building 
 
MINUTES APPROVED: January 24, 2012 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT    
 
Laura Schmitt, Chairperson, Professional Member 
W. Wayne Woodzell, Vice-Chairperson, Professional Member 
Julie Knowles, Secretary, Professional Member  
Amy Blansfield, Professional Member (5:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.) 
Jeffrey Schneider, Professional Member 
Waheedah Shabazz, Public Member 
Cheryl Fruchtman, Public Member 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT   
 
Christopher Kay, Professional Member 
Tyler Luff, Public Member 
Damien McGovern, Professional Member 
 
DIVISION STAFF/DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL PRESENT 
   
Eileen Heeney, Deputy Attorney General 
Gayle Melvin, Administrative Specialist III 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Ms. Schmitt called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m.   
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REVIEW OF MINUTES 
 
The Board reviewed the minutes of the October 25, 2011 meeting.  Mr. Schneider made a 
motion, seconded by Ms. Shabazz, to approve the minutes as presented. The motion was 
unanimously carried. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Amar Sonar:  Update on the Status of his Credentials Evaluation 
 
The Board reviewed the email from Amar Sonar providing an update and requesting a second 
extension in order to provide an updated credential evaluation.  At the proposal to deny hearing, 
Mr. Sonar was granted an extension to provide an updated credential evaluation or to provide 
the Board with an update on the status of the credential evaluation.  Mr. Sonar stated in his 
email that he had taken additional courses and had submitted those courses to FSBPT for re-
evaluation, but had not yet received the results from the re-evaluation.  Ms. Knowles made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. Woodzell to grant Mr. Sonar’s request and allow him an additional 120 
days to provide the Board with the re-evaluation.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
                                    

Ratify PT/PTA/AT Application by Examination  
 
Mr. Woodzell made a motion, seconded by Ms. Knowles, to ratify licensure by examination for 
the following persons: 
 
Danielle Laygo (PT) 
Matthew Harris (PT) 
Samantha Miller (PT) 
Jonathan Mendoza (PT) 
Julia Krinsky (PT) 
Alex Siapno (PT) 
Larijean Estrada (PT) 
Jennifer Gonzales (PT) 
Rachel Witner (PT) 
Abigail Baldwin (PT) 
Percival Corpuz, Jr. (PT) 
Maila Celino (PT) 
Patricia Keller (AT) 
 
The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
Ratify PT/PTA/AT Applications by Reciprocity 
  
Mr. Woodzell made a motion, seconded by Ms. Knowles, to ratify licensure by reciprocity for the 
following persons: 
 
Katie Fulton (PT) 
Kendall Lytwynec (PT) 
Kelly Hess (PT) 
Joseph Barlow (AT) 
Ann-Marie Chesterfield (PT) 
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Linda Culleny (PT) 
Nancy Barnes (PTA) 
Fil Charles Alfonso (PT) 
 
The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
Review of Application by Examination 
 
The Board reviewed the application of Yvonne Cipressi for licensure as a physical therapist by 
examination.  Mr. Woodzell made a motion, seconded by Ms. Knowles, to approve Ms. 
Cipressi’s request for additional special exam accommodations.  The motion was unanimously 
carried. 
 
Review of Application by Reinstatement 
 
The Board reviewed the application of Darlene Wright for licensure as a physical therapist by 
reinstatement.  Mr. Woodzell made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schneider, to approve Ms. 
Wright’s application for reinstatement.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
Final Denial of Applications 
 
Mr. Woodzell made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schneider, to final deny the applications for the 
following persons which the Board had proposed to deny and had received no response from 
the applicants requesting a hearing: 
 
Neeraj Vithalani (PT) 
Jerico Golez (PT) 
Shuaib Taiwo (PT) 
Deloria Chambers (PT) 
Mayla Alcantara (PT) 
Dock Ju Cheong (PT) 
 
The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
Review of Exam Scores 
 
Mr. Woodzell made a motion, seconded by Ms. Knowles, to recognize examination results for 
the following persons: 
 
Laarni Schwartz (PT) 
Jung Bum Kim (PT) 
James Schlussel (PT) 
Rebecca Zimmerman (PT) 
Maria Sales (PT) 
Raymond Facciolo (PT) 
Kiersten Reed (PT) 
Gerald Fabricatore (PT) 
Jesse Yurko (PT) 
Agnes Sampayan (PT) 
Eduardo Veloso, Jr. (PT) 
Rhea Ruiz (PT) 
Yashneet Kaur (PT) 
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Ria Mirabueno (PT) 
Suzette Jallorina (PT) 
Jean Sanez (PT) 
Katherine Bannon (PT) 
Zandister Adorable (PT) 
Vanessa Dulig (PT) 
Ann Marie Bejemino (PT) 
Mary Ann Aplacador (PT) 
Joe Mae Gubalane (PT) 
Jessica Navitsky (PTA) 
 
The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
Review of Continuing Education Courses 
 
Mr. Woodzell made a motion, seconded by Ms. Knowles, to approve the following continuing 
education courses: 
 
Institute for Natural Resources 
     Food, Stress & the Brain - .6 CEUs 
     Arthritis, Backache & Bone Disease - .6 CEUs 
 
International Spine & Pain Institute 
     Spinal Manipulation – 1.5 CEUs 
     Explain Pain – 1.5 CEUs 
 
Bayada Nurses 
     Special Children Special Needs:  A Team Approach to Meeting the Challenges - .6 CEUs 
 
Delaware Division of Substance Abuse & Mental Health Training Office 
     Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training – 1.1 CEUs 
     Buprenorphine Treatment with a Focus on Young Adults - .55 CEUs 
     HIV, STD’s and Hepatitis C201 (Module 2) – 1.2 CEUs 
     HIV, STD’s and Hepatitis C301 (Module 3) – 1.2 CEUs 
     Smoking Cessation in the Mental Health Community - .325 CEUs 
 
CMI Education Institute 
     Self-Regulation in Children:  Keeping the Body, Mind and Emotions on Task in 
     Children with Autism, ADHD or Sensory Disorders - .625 CEUs 
 
PESI HealthCare 
     Childhood Neurology - .6 CEUs 
     Wound Care Challenges and Solutions - .625 CEUs 
     Challenging Geriatric Behaviors:  A Comprehensive and Dignified  
     Approach to Care - .625 CEUs 
     Infectious Diseases - .625 CEUs 
 
Nicole Needles – Aquatic Therapy & Rehab Institute, Inc. 
     Pediatric Specialty Certificate Program – 1.5 CEUs 
 
Kristen Poteet – Great Lakes Seminars 
     Comprehensive Treatment of the Foot & Ankle – 1.45 CEUs 
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Nalini Advani – Michigan State University College of Osteopathic Medicine 
     Direct Action Thrust:  Mobilization with Impulse – 3.0 CEUs 
     An Eclectic Approach to the Evaluation and Treatment of the Pelvis – 1.9 CEUs 
 
The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
Mr. Woodzell made a motion, seconded by Ms. Knowles, to table the continuing education 
courses submitted by Principle Workforce Solutions, L. L. C. and request that additional 
information, particularly the post tests and samples of the chapters be submitted.  The motion 
was unanimously carried. 
 
Discussion:  ADA Accommodations 
 
Ms. Schmitt reported that she had received a call from Nancy Kirch, the FSBPT liaison for 
Delaware, regarding ADA accommodations.  She wanted to make the Board aware of FSBPT’s 
policy on applicants taking a paper and pencil examination.  The reason for her call was that an 
applicant had requested to take a paper and pencil examination and was required to pay the 
$200 fee that FSBPT charges for this special exam accommodation.  This fee is passed on to 
the applicant by the Division of Professional Regulation. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – PROPOSED REVISIONS TO THE RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 
Ms. Heeney called the Public Hearing to order at 5:20 p.m.  The Board proposed the re-
organization of the rules and regulations for greater clarity for both licensees and members of 
the public.  Rules 1.2.3 and 1.2.8 are modified with respect to the requirements for supervision.  
Rule 12.1.23 is added to state that a licensee is required to report to the Division of Professional 
Regulation any licensee who is in violation of the Board’s laws or rules.  Rule 13.0, pertaining to 
continuing education, is amended to add requirements for ethics hours and completion of a 
CPR course.  In addition, Rule 12.2.2 specifies that course approval is good for three years, 
unless the course is modified.  Rule 13.4.4 is added to make explicit that the Board has the 
authority to conduct continuing education audits and sanction licensees not in compliance with 
continuing education requirements.  The revisions also correct typos and grammatical errors.  
Notice of the Public Hearing was published in two Delaware newspapers.  Notice of the Public 
Hearing was published in the Delaware Register of Regulations.  Verbatim testimony was 
recorded by Ms. Melvin.  No written comments were received.  No public comments were 
received.  At 5:23 p.m., the Board went off the record and held deliberations.  At 5:30 p.m., the 
Board went back on the record.  Ms. Knowles made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schneider to 
adopt the proposed rules and regulations with a non-substantive revision to proposed Rule 12.0 
to permit numbering of the items listed under “Unprofessional Conduct” rather than the use of 
bullet points and a non-substantive revision to proposed Rule 13.1 deleting the space between 
the “T” and “h” in the word “the”.  The motion was unanimously carried.  Board members signed 
the final order from the Public Hearing.  The Board also requested that an email be sent to 
licensees advising them of the changes.  The Public Hearing closed at 5:32 p.m. 
 
OLD BUSINESS CONTINUED 
 
Discussion:  Proposed Revisions to the Statute 
 
A discussion was held concerning proposed revisions to the statute.  Ms. Heeney discussed 
with the Board about opening up the practice act to make proposed revisions.  It has not yet 
been determined if the chaperone requirements would open up the Board’s statute or if it will be 
a Division of Professional Regulation sponsored bill.  It was discussed drafting proposed  
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legislation allowing the Board to issue advisory opinions.  Ms. Heeney indicated that she will 
discuss this with Mr. Collins and her supervisor.  It was also discussed adding language about 
ownership of a physical therapy practice.  The Board requested that Ms. Heeney draft language 
which will include Mr. Schneider’s proposed language under definitions, the information from 
Ms. Schmitt and the chaperone requirements into one document for review at the next meeting.  
It was also decided to see if Mr. Collins is available to attend the January, 2012 meeting. 
     
NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED 
 
Status of Complaint 
 
Complaint No. 14-07-11 – Assigned to Ms. Schmitt who recused herself.  Complaint was 
reassigned to Mr. Schneider. 
 
Review of Recommendation of Hearing Officer from Rule to Show Cause Hearing Held for 
Christopher Martinez 
 
The Board reviewed and discussed the hearing officer’s recommendation regarding the rule to 
show cause hearing held for Christopher Martinez.  Ms. Heeney advised that the Board is 
bound by the summary of the evidence.  Ms. Knowles made a motion, seconded by Ms. 
Blansfield, that the Board accepts the recommendation of the hearing officer and the Board 
approves the hearing officer’s recommendation that the license of Christopher Martinez be 
suspended in accordance with the order.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
  
OTHER BUSINESS BEFORE THE BOARD (for discussion only) 
 
There was no other business before the Board. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
There was no public comment. 
  
NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 24, 2012 at 5:00 p.m. in Conference Room 
A, second floor of the Cannon Building, 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Ms. Knowles made a motion, seconded by Ms. Shabazz, to 
adjourn the meeting. The motion was unanimously carried. The meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Gayle L. Melvin 
Administrative Specialist III 


